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A Research on the Renaming of the Universities of Applied Science in Germany

WANG Zhaoyi'"
(1.Research Institute of Applied Universities in China& Germany at Zhejiang University of Science
and Technology, Hangzhou 310023;
2.Graduate School of Education at the Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: In recent years, there has been a phenomenon of collective renaming among the Universities
of Applied Sciences(UAS) in Germany. This is a trend promoted by the governments and implemented by the
Universities of Applied Sciences. Under the "Bologna Process" and the popularization of higher education, UAS's
renaming is one of the trends of German higher education reform. With a view of obtaining equal treatment with the
comprehensive university in the acquisition of resources, the UAS try to seek the same status as a comprehensive
university and remold its "University Identity" through the renaming. The symbolic meaning of renaming is greater
than the substantive significance. To some extent, the renaming implies a leap from the "classical university" to
the "new university" at the conceptual level of higher education in Germany and even all over the world. In the
meantime, under the new "identity", the UAS also face the problems of losing their own characteristics and following
blind conformity.

Key words: university of applied science; renaming of universities; the Bologna process; concept of

universities
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